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TAGS: OAS, PFOR, GT, US 

SUB J : OFFICIAL REACTION TO CARTER OAS SPEECH 

REF: STATE 84912 

1 . COMMENT: EDITORIAL BELOW APPET APRIL 19 DIARIO DE CENTRO 
AMERICA, THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, AND IS FIRST 
OFFICIAL REACTION TO CARTER'S APRIL 14 SPEECH TO THE OAS. 

CONTENT AND TONE ARE HIGHLY FAVORABLE. EVEN CARTER'S REMARKS 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS ARE LAUDED, ALTHOUGH THE EDITORIAL THEN NOTES 
"WITH EQUAL SATISFACTION" CARTER'S EMPHASIS ON THE "INDIVI- 
DUALITY AND SOVEREIGNTY OF EACH LATIN AMERICAN NATION." 

END COMMENT 

2. FULL TEXT OF EDITORIAL FOLLOWS: BEGIN QUOTE FEW DOCUMENTS 
HAVE BEEN SO AWAITED AND HAVE MOTIVATED SUCH EXPECTATION PRIOR 
TO PUBLICATION AS THE SPEECH WHICH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES JIMMY CARTER DECIDED TO GIVE IN THE SEAT OF THE OAS. 
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3. "IT HAD BEEN POINTED OUT THAT THE LATEST AMERICAN PRESIDENTS 
HAD ABANDONED THE IDEA OF INCLUDING IN THE PROGRAMS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT A DEFINITIVE POLICY TOWARD LATIN ORKUCA AND THERE 
WERE EVEN THOSE THAT STATED THAT THIS SAME POLICY IN RECENT 
YEARS WAS INCONSISTENT, ERRATIC, AND FICKLE. 

4. "THEREFORE THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT CARTER WOULD APPEAR IN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


THE OAS RAISED A LOGICAL ANTICIPATION AMONG THE MOST DIVERSE 
SOCIAL AND OFFICAL CIRCLES IN LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 

5. "SINCE THE DOCUMENT BECAME KNOWN MANY COMMENTARIES HAVE BEEN 
PUBLISHED. IN RESPECT TO THE OPINION OF MANY GUATEMALAN SOCIAL 
SECTORS, THE FACT THAT THE NORTH AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IS ADOPTING 
A POLICY TOWARD LATIN AMERICA, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT CHANGES THAT 
HAVE OCCURRED IN THE REGION, IS SEIZING THEIR ATTENTION. 

6. "IN A SPECIAL MANNER IT IS NOTED IN GUATEMALA THE CORRECT 
REALIZATION BY AMERICAN GOVERNMENTAL SECTORS OF THE ENORMOUS 
DIFFERENCES THAT EXIST, AS DISCLOSED BY THE INDEX OF DEVELOP- 
MENT, IN THE ECONOMIC SECTOR AMONG LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS. 

7. "CORRECTLY PRESIDENT CARTER HAS NOTED THAT SOME OF THESE 
COUNTRIES POSSESS ABUNDANT ENERGY RESOURCES, AND OTHERS ARE 
THE VICTIMS OF A DESPERATE SHORTAGE, AND WHILE SOME ARE ALREADY 
IMPORTANT EXPORTERS OF MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS, OTHERS ARE STILL 
IN THE STAGE OF EXPORTING ONLY PRIMARY PRODUCTS. 

8. "IT HAS BEEN WELL RECEIVED HERE HOW WELL THOUGHT OUT AND JUST 
IS THE AMERICAN DECISION TO CHANNEL THE GREATER PART OF BILATERAL 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO THE POOR COUNTRIES, AND TO REDUCE AS 
MUCH AS POSSIBLE THE COMMERCIAL RESTRICTIONS AGAINST THE EXPORTS 
OF THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, GIVING TO THESE COUNTRIES A 
SPECIAL TREATMENT. WE LIKEWISE GIVE ATTENTION TO THE TRANSFER 

OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY THAT IS SO NECESSARY TO ACCELERATE 
OUR DEVELOPMENT. THE STRENGTHENING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
DEVELOPMENT BANK AND OF OTHER BILATERAL LOAN INSTITUTIONS, AS 
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WELL AS THE STABILIZATION OF PRICES OF PRIMARY PRODUCTS, AND 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMON FUND TO FINANCE STABILIZING 
RESERVES ARE DECISIONS FAVORABLE TO COUNTRIES THAT ARE FACED 
WITH PROBLEMS OF DEVELOPMENT SIMILAR TO OUR OWN. 

9. "WE HAVE LOOKED WITH ATTENTION AS WELL TO THE CONCEPT OF 
PRESIDENT CARTER IN WHICH HE STATES THAT 'IN ADDITION TO 
ECONOMIC DIVERSITY' THERE HAVE DEVELOPED IN LATIN AMERICA 
WIDELY VARIED FORMS AND PHILOSOPHIES OF GOVERNMENT' AND THAT 
'THIS DIVERSITY HAS BROUGHT NATIONAL PRIDE AND NATIONAL STRENGTH.' 

10. "IN THIS RESPECT DIFFERENT SOCIAL SECTORS IN GUATEMALA HAVE 
SAID THAT WHILE THIS DIVERSITY DOES IN FACT EXIST IT IS THE 
ASPIRATION OF THE GUATEMALAN PEOPLE THAT OTHER BROTHER COUN- 
TRIES OF THE CONTINENT LIVE WITHIN SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT WHICH 
RESPECT HUMAN LIBERTY AND DIGNITY. LONG AND DIVERSE PERIODS OF 
POPULAR STRUGGLE HAVE SOLIDIFIED THE FAITH OF OUR PEOPLE IN THE 
BENEFITS TO BE DERIVED FOR THE PEOPLE FROM ALTERNATIONS IN 
POWER AND FROM THE FREE EXERCISE OF DEMOCRACY. IT IS DIFFICULT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TO BELIEVE, IN GUATEMALA, THAT CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH THESE 
PRINCIPLES ARE NOT RESPECTED CAN BE PROPITIOUS FOR THE FULL 
DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN INDIVIDUALITY AND OF THE COLLECTIVE LIFE 
OF THE PEOPLE. 

11. "AS HAS HAPPENED IN ALL THE WORLD THE DECLARATIONS OF 
PRESIDENT CARTER THAT PLACE HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE PRIORITY 
LOCATION WHICH THEY MERIT HAVE BEEN READ AND HEARD WITH INTEREST. 
IT CAN BE STATED, WITH CERTAINTY, THAT THE GUATEMALAN PEOPLE AND 
THEIR GOVERNMENT HAVE THE SAME CONCERN AND EQUAL DESIRE TO 
RESPECT THESE HUMAN RIGHTS. 

12. "WE NOTE WITH EQUAL SATISFACTION THE EMPHASIS THAT THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT GIVES TO THE CONCEPT OF THE 
INDIVIDUALITY AND SOVEREIGNTY OF EACH LATIN AMERICAN AND 
CARIBBEAN NATION', AND THE CLEAR AFFIRMATION THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WILL NOT ACT ABROAD IN A MANNER THAT IT WOULD NOT 
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TOLERATE AT HOME FOR THEMSELVES' END QUOTE 

13. SAME EDITION CARRIES FULL TEXT OF CARTER SPEECH. 

BOSTER 
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